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25X1X 1, At the ond of August Amy units stationed in larse towns (Prague, Hradee
Krdlovd, Budéjovice, T'lzeii, Brno, etc.) received orders transferring them
to country gparrisons. The reason given was lack of space for oxorcises.
In Prague itself only the Yohofelee barracks remained occupied, the other
units being transferred. For instmmce, the 2"th Prague Regiment was trans-
ferred to the follouing villages in the area between Karlovy Vary and Mard- -
dnekd Ldznds Doupov, Touim, Bedov nad Teplou, Hamernfky, and Kynivart. .
There is one battalion in each of these villages. :

2. At the beginning of Aupust the Mediecal Service was transferred from the
Vrdovice barracks to Kodlce. SUB squadsmoved into these evacuated bar—
racks, taking them over with all furnishinss. Four emersency squads of
the SHB are to be moved to Prasue, -

3. Towards the end of August it wvas rumored that the so~called Recreation
Center of the Russian Army, actually VD, would be loeated in Plzefl at
sorme school. This wns to be in reprisal for the expression of rro-Areri~
can sentinents by the population during the denonstrations of 5-9 oy 194°.

4. The real cause for the *ransfer of the amed forees out of large towns is
very probably their unreliability. Officers of hisher and lower ranks
alike are considered unreliable (for instance, seventeen officers and their
families in Chomutor left the country), To net a hetier orip on the Army,
3,070 Corrmnists are to be rlaced in key rositions in it.
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The total strensth of the SUB in Aumist 1948 wmg 42,000 men, This number

ws to be inereased to 55,000 within the next two months. Adrdssion to and
rromotion in the 38 is conditional on the rrior approval and recormendation
of the Central Cormittee of the KSE (Czech Corrmnist Party). Thus 4%t happened
that one member of the SNB was rroroted to hisher rank four tines in one Eiay
as a result of such a rceormendation, Recruiting earried sut for the purpose
of inersasing their strength utterly failed. Only one r¢reent of the required
nurber ar~lied. It wms therefors decided to complete rsquirerents of SUB oy
transferring —en from the Induatrial M11itia, These new forces were to be
nent to the western border to releass the 0ld mard: re to bo wvithdrawm,
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The strength of the SNB in Prague is 2,000 guards in uniform,600 agents of
the eriminal police in civilian elothes, 300 agents of the National Security
(stétn{ Bezpednost). During the February events and the funsral of President
Bane# this strength was increased. The SNB and the Industrial Militla each
had about 5,000 men.

In Paek (150/Q69) and the vicinity billets for the armed forces were sought
et the begimning of September. The transfor into this area was carried out
wlth such speed that orders were given to move exiating barmacks from as far
away as lloravia instead of erccting wooden barracks on the apot.

Mobilization plans are worked out in Podbo¥any (Podersam, near Zatec/Saaz)
in the barracks of the General Staff.

Three kilometors from Most (Briix) there is a little chatean in the woods
with a restaurant. In the chateau is the temporary location of the staff
which is charged with working out the plans for the entry of the Red Army
into Czechoslovakia,

After Fobruary 4,000 members of the SNB wore expelled. Some of these have
now boen reinstated, however.

The tailding of conecrete runuays at Kbely airfield has started, to enabls
heavy aireraft to land there,

The Guard of Hradéany Cagtle has been replaced by SNB commanded by Major
Hoffman.

There is a Russlan, a member of the !WD, who has an office in Prague, on
Masarykovo pabrezl, next to the Bellevue Coffee House, This liaison offi-
cor issues orders to the Central Committee of the KSC, the respective regl-
onal rs of the State Police, and the various agents of the WD who
have civilian appointments in all the larger towns.

CONFIDENTIAL

SECRET

SEQRET

Approved For Release 2001/03/05 : CIA-RDP82- 00457R002000820004 9



